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Erica Westenberg is the Governance Programs Director at the Natural Resource Governance Institute 

(NRGI). Erica leads NRGI’s portfolio of research, technical assistance, capacity development and advocacy 

on government and private sector policies and public oversight mechanisms that shape extractive sector 

governance. She is a lawyer and provides policy advice in resource-rich countries worldwide, as well as in 

international multi-stakeholder initiatives. Erica oversees a team of experts based in NRGI’s global and 

regional offices and contributes to the strategic direction of the organization. Prior to joining NRGI, Erica 

was in the energy and infrastructure group at Skadden, where she advised clients on energy, natural 

resource and infrastructure projects and public-private partnerships in Asia, Latin America, the Middle 

East and the U.S. Her pro bono projects included work on parliamentary oversight of extractive industry 

contracts, as well as engagement through the International Senior Lawyers Project advising the 

government of Liberia on the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance. Erica holds a J.D. 

from Harvard Law School, a M.Sc. in development management from the London School of Economics 

and a B.A. in government from Harvard College. 

 

Margaret Myers is the director of the Latin America and the World Program at the Inter-American 

Dialogue. She established the Dialogue’s China and Latin America Working Group in 2011 to examine 

China’s growing presence in Latin America and the Caribbean. The Political Economy of China-Latin 

America Relations and The Changing Currents of Trans-Pacific Integration: China, the TPP, and 

Beyond, her co-edited volumes with Dr. Carol Wise and Dr. Adrian Hearn, respectively, were published in 

2016. Myers previously worked as a Latin America analyst and China analyst for the US Department of 

Defense, a senior China analyst for Science Applications International Corporation, a consultant for the 

Inter-American Development Bank, and for Fauquier County Schools, where she developed the county’s 

first Mandarin language program. She conducted her graduate work at The George Washington 

University, Zhejiang University of Technology, and the Johns Hopkins University/Nanjing University 

Center for Chinese-American Studies. Myers is a Council on Foreign Relations term member. She 

received a Freeman fellowship for China studies in 2010 and a Fulbright Specialist grant in 2014 to 

research China-Colombia relations in Bogotá. 

 

Corinna Gilfillan is Head of the US Office for Global Witness and for fifteen years has worked to combat 

corruption and improve governance in the natural resource sector globally.  She played a leading role in 

securing the passage of a law to increase transparency in the oil, gas and mining sector and to help 

prevent minerals from financing conflict and human rights abuses.  Corinna has testified before Congress 

and has served as a board member of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).  She 

previously worked for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in Paris, promoting compliance 

with international environmental treaties in developing countries.  She was also Director of Friends of 

the Earth U.S.’s Ozone Protection Program.  Corinna holds an MSc in Environment and Development 

from the London School of Economics and Political Science and a B.A. from Duke University. 

 

Victoria Walker is an Assistant Director of the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed 

Forces (DCAF), and Head of DCAF's International Security Sector Advisory Team (ISSAT). Victoria has been 



with ISSAT since its establishment in 2008, and has focused on assisting the international community to 

support national reform efforts in strategic management and engagement, change management, risk, 

governance, national security strategies, and policy development around the world. She previously 

worked with the EU as a political advisor to the head of the EU Rule of Law planning mission in Kosovo, 

as well as covering crisis management, DDR and human rights in the Aceh Monitoring Mission in 

Indonesia, and heading the Albania country office for the Balkans EU Monitoring Mission. She has a law 

degree, an MSc in Development Management, an MA in Social Sciences (focusing on environmental 

policy), and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Security Sector Management 

 

Achim Wennmann is Executive Coordinator of the Geneva Peacebuilding Platform, a network that 

connects the critical mass of peacebuilding actors, resources, and expertise in Geneva and worldwide. 

Achim is also Senior Researcher at the Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP) of the 

Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva where he works on economic 

perspectives on violent conflict, conflict resolution, and peacebuilding. He is author of over 60 

publications and with leading publications on private sector related topics including Business and Conflict 

in Fragile States: The Case for Pragmatic Solutions (with Brian Ganson; London: IISS, 2016); Operational 

Experience of Business Environment Reform Programming in Fragile and Conflict-Affected States (with 

Brian Ganson and John Luiz; London: BER Facility, DFID , 2017); ‘What Makes this Environment 

Complex?’ (in Brian Ganson, ed., Management in Complex Environments: Questions for Leaders. 

Stockholm: International Council of Swedish Industry, 2013: 22-46); ‘The Role of Business in Armed 

Violence Reduction and Prevention’ (International Review of the Red Cross 95(886)2012), and ‘Peace 

Processes, Business, and New Futures After War’ (in Mats Berdal and Achim Wennmann, eds. Ending 

Wars, Consolidating Peace: Economic Dimensions. London: IISS, 2010: 15-31). 

 

 


